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.Delivered  in  by  <| 

Dr.  oJlflon.  '  -K  Dr.  'Bates.  % 

Dr JIamens  6  Dr, Mic^lethmit.  |: 

<  '  ’  *+ 

ON  $ 

Monday  the  \6.  of  October ,  i  <5^  8*  J£ 
to  the  Honorable  Committee  % 

4> 

»?&-■ 

FOR  .  ± 

‘ 'Bathes  and  Bath-Stoves* 

\>  ■  ■  FROM  ^  ^ 

TheColIedge  of  Phyfitians  in  London.  £ , 

TOGETHER,  £ 

With  an  Anfwer  thereunto.  % 


By  Beter  Chmberun :  Dr.  in  Phyfick,  Z 
and  Fell. of  the  laid  Colledge.  | 

v“/  4>** 
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LOND  Oft,  Printed  in  the  ycare  1648.  £ 
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The  Committee  being  fet  the  third 
time  in  expe&ation  of  what  Ob - 
jSions  the  Colledge  would  offer 
again  ft  the  Ordinance  for  publics 
artificiall  Bathes, 6c  Bath-  Stoves* 
or  whether  they  would  approve  of 
them. 


Dr.  Alfton  began  as  folioweth,  in  thefe  or  the  like  words 

and  Phrafes, 

Pie  CoUedge  commanded  me  to  return 
humble  thanks  to  the  HonorableCo- 
mittee  for  not  giving  content  to  the 
Ordinance  of  Buthes,  without  them, 
(Then  he  proceeded)  Having  the  fear 
of  God  before  our  eye  ss  and  the  good 
of  the  Common- wealth  ,  The  Col- 
jcd°e  do  by  us  return  this  Adwer  to  the  Honorable 
Committee,  that  ihey  do  not  think  He  the  erc&ing  ot 
publike  Bathes  fhouid  be  granted  to  Dr.  Qk&mbtrlcn%  and 
they  $hink  them  hurtful!  to  the  Comm^n-weakh. 


O) 


Ahd  the  Colledg  dc  fires  thatch?®  honourable  Com- 
cn  it  tee  fignifia  (o  much  unro  the  honorable  Hofe. 

Then  the  Committee  asked  if  they  had  not  brought  their 
Anfiver  in  wrkirg,  whereupon  they .preftnccd. their  Paper 
as  followeth  ; 


To  the  Honourable  ,  the  Committee 

jor  Bathes. 

1  «  ** , 

THe  r refiJent  and  Colledge  of  Phyfitiaos  return  their 
humble  trunks  at  thisHonorable  Commi;t;tfor  your 
favour  unto  them,  and  humbly  represent  that  fince  the  Ho. 
notable  Committee  is  pleafed  to  refoive  not  to  enjovn  Dr. 
Chamberlin  to  attend  the  Colledge  concerning  Lis  Defjga 
of  Bather,  they  can  give  no  fatisfadjory  Abfwer  therein 
Obciy  WAcre**  publiktBatnes  have  been  by  their  abufe,the 
^aufes  in  tne^Grecfand  Roman  Stares,  (where  there  was 
greater  cecefliryj  tud  lc$€  danger  of  them  then  in  cur  co*d 
ciyme)  of  fo  much  Phyficall  prejudice,*  ffeminsting  bodies, 
and  procuring  infirmities,  and  moral  1  indcbiuehin"  the 
manners  of  the  people,  that  in  either  of  them  upon  the 
coming  of  uie  Ghn.tians  into  power, they  were  dcmolifb- 
cd  or  converted  into  ocher  ufes ;  And  whereas  f  r  private 
ufe  there  are  in  the  houfts  of  divers  pe.  Coos  of  this  Kin- 
dom,  CrsdleSjTubbs, Boxes, Chayres,  Bithcs,  and  Bathe-' 
Stoves.m  which  by  the  help  of  Fumes,  Vapors,  wa  ter,  O  vie 
&c.acaor  uiiig  to  the  prescription  of  Phvfitians,  fvveat  may 
be  procured,  payne  affwaged,  and  all  necdlarv  ends  of  In 
thmg  attained.  The  Prefidcntand  Colledge  are  fo  confi- 
dent  of  and  prefume  fo  much  upon  the  wifdom  and  jufiice 
of  this  honourable  Committee, &  the  two  Houfes  of  P»rJi>- 
ment,  that  they  believe  if  that  it  fliall  pleafe  them  to' em- 
fpwer  the  fold  Br*  Chmbtrkn  by,  sny  Ordinance  fore- 

redion 
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region  oi  public  ?athes,  they  w  11  io  regulate  his  dcfign, 
iXili'&-:  ii,  h  pcev  fum,  cake  fuch  candon  from  him,  that 
none  <i£  the  afoite*  mentioned  inconvenier  c  $  Ilia  !  h  I'.ovy. 
And  d  an-  they  will  neither  infringe  the  jaft  Lberty  of  ch-e 
Subje&,nor  abridge  other  Pay  (it ions  bn  the  choyce  of  hue 
infti  ume-nts^  or  kg  all  pradife  of  ary  part  of  their  Arc. 

FrAft.  Prtiy  an  £  oil*  Hi  At?  dice  rum . 
Lo*-im*ftum  Rtgujrs.r  us. 

Ti  s>  is  a  true  Copy.  Leu  C  flej% 


To  the  honorable  Committe  f  or  Bathes,, 
The  humble  tAnfwer  of  Peter 
Chamberlen ,  DoBor  in  Thy fi eft 
and  Fellow  of 'the  Colledge  of  T  hyfi^ 
tians  in  London^  to  a  Taper  deii - 
vered  to  the  honorable  Committe,  by 
Dr.  Alfton,  Dr.  Hameus,  DoB. 
Bat  ts,and  DrMickkthsvsat,from 
the  Trefident ,  and  others  of  the  [aid 
Colledge. 


In  humble  obedience  to  Command  of  this  BencurMi . 
Commute ,  &  in  Anf^ner  to  the  ColUag  t  »j/er  • 

N  d  e  fitft  pUce,  I  fay,  I  willingly  part's  by  a’l  per* 

fonsl  avmes ,  be  it  in  the  mention  ot  my  r  ot  «n««~ 

dance.  ( which  they  are  caafeof.)  or  in  their  g'snd 

Caveats  erjoyned  by  them  en  this  fconounuie 

Committee,  and  the  two  tonics  ef  Pttliamnr, 
-  •  upca* 
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apon  their  Wjfdoms  and  Julticc ,  If  they  fiiall  empower 
esee  ,  &c.  or  in  their  many  argumentsof  Abufe  to  pre¬ 
vent  chat  IF.  And  am  refolved  ( as  God  {ball  enable  me) 
to  (wallow  all  private  reproach  and  fcorn,  that  runs  net 
too  much  ua  the  publick  (core. 

Secondly,  concerning  the  Matter  it  fell,  I  humbly  m- 
fwer,  $iut  the  Co  lied  g  have  quits  miftaken  it $  for  I  pre- 
fented  only  the  Ufe  of  Publick  Bathes,  and  they  meddle 
only  with  the  Abufe  of  them.  Alas,  who  knows  nor^thas 
the  Abufe  of  wine  caufeth  drunkenndfe ;  the  abufe  of 
women,  whoredoms*  the  abufe  of  meats,  gluttony  •  ancj 
the  abufe  of  Phyiick,  poyfon  ? 

Thirdly,  I  fear  they  have  too  much  forfaken  the  Au¬ 
thors  of  our  own  Faculty,  to  fide  with  Potts  and  the  fo- 
perltmous  beginnings  of  Antichrifi,  in  the  aggravations 
orthofc  Abufe?.' 

,  Fourthly,  I  doubt  whether  they  have  notmittaken  the 
jealous  zeal  of  thofe  Religious  Fathers  that  writ  againft 
them ;  for  the  infulting  Barbarifmes  of  the  Gothes  and 
Van  d a  It  S}  and  other  conquering  Nations,  in  demolilhin^ 
thofs  (lately  Buildings.  And  whether  the  felf.  fame  wri¬ 
tings  may  nor  more,  or  as  fitly  be  applyed  H0C0  the  pri- 
vateHeufes,  andtbofe  Accommodations  mentioned  in  the 
Paper,  Yea,  to  the  Excellent  and  Famous  Baches  of  Som- 
merfetfnire. 

Fifthly,  I  perceive  they  confulted  not  well  with  Tra¬ 
vellers,  when  they  affirm  them  all  demoliffied,  or  con¬ 
verted  to  other  ufes  in  the  Grecian  and  Romaic  Empires. 
For  rhe  truth  is*  that  many  of  them  being  demolifhed 
Lefler  Purics,  Power,  and  Leifure,  have  not  been  able  to 
contend  in  Siate  with  the  Tosafure  and  Soveraiffnty  of  thf* 
whole  world, which  thofe  Emperours  had  that  buiic  them. 

Sixthly,  I  daubt  whether  it  be  not  a  ftmdamentalHc- 
rciie  in  Pfeyfi£k,tonece(Iitace  ho:  Remedies  (  as  Bathes  1 
for  hot  Countries,  aud  proclaim  them  dangerous  in  cold 
Clymes,  nqtwUhftanding  the  daily  Experience m  Gtrma- 

py> 


by,  Poland.,  Denmark,  Sc  Mufcovia,  to  the  contrary.'  And 
theGrest  Canon  of  Phyfick,  ewtrariM  contrariis  curAr.tm\ 

Seventhly,  I  do  verily  believe,  and  dare  adventure  my 
Life  and  Eftate upon  it,  that  lean  (by  Gods  bkfliug  ) 
more  fafdy,  certainly,  fuddenly,  and  with  more  Eife,  cure 
many  (if  not  all  curable)  difeafes  with  them  *thcn  all  onr 
Collfdg ;  yea,  then  Ail  Phyfuians  in  the  world  can  do 
without  them.  Yea,  fuch  difeafes  as  without  them  arc 
wholly  defperate  and  deadly. 

Eighthly,  In  Anfwer  to  fome  tacit  Jealoufies,  1  do  net 
do  this  purpoftly  to  dimimO}  the  Pradife  of  Phyfitians  3 
but  verily  fuppofe  there  miy  be  a  way  propounded  in 
them.both  advantagious  to  thjm  &  the  Common- wealth- 

Ninthly,  I  do  not  endeavour  to  ergrofic  them*  to  my 
felf ;  but  have  from  the  beginning,  and  do  frill  humbly 
offer  it  unto  the  Stale,  or  any  whomthay  fhali  appoint ; 
wherein  ( if  I  do  not )  I  verily  believe  that  Dr.  Grent  will 
be  the  beft  able  to  ferve  them. . 

Laftly?  I  pr  eft  fre  before  God  and  men,  that  I  believe 
the  due  life  o*  them  in  all  convenient  places,  may  fava 
above  ioeoo  Lives*  year.  And  that  in  faithfulness  to 
Almighty  God,  and  my  native  Country  3  I  have  endea¬ 
voured  this  fervice  ;  from  the  which,  if  t!-c  honourable 
Parliament  or  Committee  can  difeharge  me  before  the 
Great  Judg,  I  fhall  give  moft  humble  thanks  co  Gcd  and 
Them,  rejoycing  to  have  fo  efcaped  the  incenfed  Spirits 
ol  fo  many  learned  men,  as  now  oppofc  me. 
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